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DISCLAIMER: RENT is rated PG-13 for its frank and honest depiction of drug use and sexual content. For the most part the film is about a life style that would make many Christians VERY uncomfortable.  Please use discretion when viewing this film with your students. And, of course, if your students are seeing the movie on their own, this is a great resource to discuss the movie with them.
You have permission to post this, email this, print this and pass it along for free to anyone you like, as long as you make no changes or edits to its contents or digital format. This study was created for your students. Hopefully you’ll find it helpful, if not, hey it’s free! The one thing we ask is that you don’t try to sell the study.
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DISCLAIMER: RENT is rated PG-13 for its frank and honest depiction of drug use and sexual content. For the most part the film is about a life style that would make many Christians VERY uncomfortable.  Please use discretion when viewing this film with your students. And, of course, if your students are seeing the movie on their own, this is a great resource to discuss the movie with them.

Optional Activity 1: Take your group to a local grocery store and give them each 2 dollars and tell them to see if they can buy an entire meal with the money.  (They may decide to pool their funds to get a better bargain)  Bring the food back to the church and have a meal of shared food while sitting on the floor in the dark.

Optional Activity 2:

The official RENT logo can be easily re-created with some stencils and fabric paint from a local craft store. Have the youth bring T-shirts from home.  They can make “RENT” shirts or use the stencils to create an original design.  Challenge them to come up with one word that celebrates or summarizes where they are in their lives.

Scriptures:

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 A time for everything

1 Corinthians 13 - Love is

Matthew 10:29-31-You are worth more than the sparrows

Psalm 8:3-5- What are you worth to God

John 8:1-11 - Let those among you without sin

Matthew 6:34 - Don’t worry about tomorrow

Matthew 11:19 - Jesus and the outcasts
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Questions:

Read the verse from Ecclesiastes.  Have your group read it together as a liturgy before beginning these questions.   

In the opening song Mark says: “How do you document real life when real life is getting more like fiction every day?“  What do you think he means by this?  Is there a difference between “real life” and life in high school?  Is there a difference between “real life” and your life?   

The “life support” group met in what appeared to be an old church.  Other than that there was very little religious imagery in this movie. Do you think one is necessary?   Create a “priest” or “clergy” character how would you insert them into the story line?

How do you measure your life?  (Yes, just like the song says but take it seriously)  In what terms to you think back on the year?

How do you measure something with love?  Measure yourself with love.   Measure your church.  Measure the world.  What do you come up with?

The Life Support group sings an affirmation “There’s only us. There’s only this. Forget Regret. Life is yours to miss.”   How would you deal with life if you knew there was a good chance you wouldn’t last the rest of the year?

Do you think this movie was depressing or affirming?  Explain why you think so.

Read the scriptures from Matthew six and eleven.  Do you think Jesus would sit and have a party with these people?    Explain?

Jesus said, “Don’t worry about tomorrow.”  The characters in the film say “No day but today.”  Are these people living the way Jesus would want them to?

On the subway the characters sing about opening a restaurant in Santa Fe. It seems to be a dream that they talk about when life gets rough, yet they know it will probably never happen.    If you could chuck it all, and move far away, would you?  What is your “Restaurant In Santa Fe”?
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When Mark goes to try and fix Maureen’s sound system he says “There. We’re patched.”  Could he have been talking about more than the sound system? How?  What happens to “patches”?  How does this relate to Mark, Maureen and Joanne?

Roger is resistant to joining the Life Support group.  His song even works opposite to the chorus the rest are singing. Eventually he begins to sing their song and his life starts to turn around.  Do you have a life support group?  Who do you go to when you feel like your life is at odds with everyone else’s?

Read Psalm 8:3-5.  Paraphrase this as if you were sitting in the Life Support Group.

Mimi says, “The Heart May Freeze Or It Can Burn. The Pain Will Ease If I Can Learn.” What does she have to learn?  How well does she learn it?  What was the hardest lesson you ever had to learn?

Select at passage from the book of Ecclesiastes at random. (Seriously, close your eyes and pick one)  Read it aloud to the group and decide who in the movie this passage is talking about.

Maureen’s performance used the phrase “The only thing to do is jump over the moon” over and over.  What do you think it meant?  What do you think her dream was about?  

Mimi says, “I’m looking for baggage that goes with mine.”  What is the secret of a good relationship?   What’s wrong with Mimi and Roger’s relationship?  What’s wrong with Maureen’s and Joanne’s?  How are these resolved at the end of the film?

Where do you see these people in ten years?

What’s the difference between success and acceptance?  Which is more important to the characters in this movie?

Is there nobility to the way these characters live their lives?  Does nobility count for anything if you are hungry, thirsty and cold?
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If all you have left to give someone is the light of a candle are you allowed to be choosy about who gets it?

How many people died of AIDS in 2004 (this wasn’t in the movie but let’s see if you can guess)  (answer)  3.1 million.  Of those how many were under the age of 15 (510,00)*

[*statistics from USAid Health]

Mimi dies and comes back. She says, “I saw Angel and she looked good!”  Why would some people have a problem with the character Angel being in heaven?  Do you?

What is your dream?  Could you live just one step up from homeless to realize it? 

Mark thinks he is selling out when he takes the corporate job.  Is it “selling out” if you just want to put heat in the building and pay the electric bill?

In the scene in the restaurant after Maureen’s show, (where they sing La Vi Boehm)…  Mark quotes scripture saying, “Let he who is among us cast the first stone.”   Do we as Christians have a right to judge anyone in that room?  Explain why or why not?

In the restaurant, Mark makes a toast:

To Days Of Inspiration, 
Playing Hooky, Making Something 
Out Of Nothing, The Need 
To Express - 
To Communicate, 
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To Going Against The Grain, 
Going Insane, 
Going Mad 
To Loving Tension, No Pension 
To More Than One Dimension, 
To Starving For Attention, 
Hating Convention, Hating 
Pretension,

Not To Mention Of Course, 
Hating Dear Old Mom And Dad 
To Riding Your Bike, 
Midday Past The Three 
Piece Suits- 


To Fruits - To No Absolutes- 
To Absolute - To Choice- 
To The Village Voice- 
To Any Passing Fad 
To Being An Us - For Once- 
Instead Of A Them- 

How does this toast strike you? Do you identify with it?  If you could reach into this scene and tell just one character one secret, whom would you choose and what would you say?

Read 1 Corinthians 13:  Make a list of what “love” is and then assign a name from the film to each of the items in the list.

Who do you think was the most Christ-like figure in the film? 
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