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Charlie and The Chocolate Factory

This discussion has a slightly different format.  You will need to print off the questions below and cut them into strips.  Then take a large bowl of M-n-Ms and bury the question slips in the bowl with only the tip sticking out.  Each student is to pull a slip of paper and read the question aloud.  Students may not “pass” or say, “I don’t know” as their answer.  Once the puller has answered the question everyone else may answer.  Each time a student answers they can eat one M-n-M.

Scriptures:

Psalm 50: 16-23,  Neh 9:28-31, Matthew 5:13,  Luke 17:16, Romans 4:16, Romans 8:37-38, 2nd Corinthians 6:11-13  

Activities:

Option One:  Charlie’s Chocolate Boomer Cookies:  See recipe at the end of the study.  If you have small group and a church kitchen you can make this a group project.  If not, you can bake these cookies ahead of time and bring them along to eat after the movie.

Option Two:  Play a game of Candyland, maybe you have one buried in the church game cupboard or in a church members attic.   Tell the kids there is a “Wonderful Prize” if they win the game.  (Be sure to have a wonderful prize ready, like maybe a Wonka Bar.

Option 3:

You will need some very large bags of M-n-Ms.  Divide your group into teams.  Give one large bag of M-n-Ms to each team.  On “Go” each group is to open the bag and separate out the M-n-Ms by color.  After one team has won the game play a second round. This time blindfold one of the players and have the rest of the group give them instruction on which M-n-Ms go in which pile.  

The Questions:

The narrator said Charlie Bucket was the “luckiest boy in the whole world.”   When was the last time you felt “lucky” to have a family?
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Grandpa George said, “No good ever comes from spoiling a child”.    “Spoiled” is usually the word we use to describe a child we don’t like.  Has anyone ever 

called you “spoiled”?  How do you keep a child from being spoiled?

The movie seems to point to the parents as being the reason the children behave the way they do. Even Willy Wonka seems to be the product of his father.  Are you a result of your parents?   Do you think we blame our parents too much for our problems?  How much influence do you parents have over you?   At what point does a person say, “I’m in charge of who I am?”

When Charlie gets his birthday candy bar he says, “It’s my candy and I’ll do what I want with it.”  He then shares with his family.  Did you notice how much the scene looks like communion?  His parents were kneeling. Charlie was breaking the bar into pieces.  He may as well have said, “Take and eat this it is my body.”  Do you think the filmmakers put this in on purpose?  For what reason?

Mr. Bucket lost his job because the toothpaste factory made lots of money because so many people bought chocolate because Wonka hid the tickets that Charlie found and saved his family.  Have you ever had one of those because-this-happened-that-happened type experiences?  Talk about it.  Do you think God guides each moment of all our lives or do things really happen by coincidence?

W.C. Fields (a famous comedian in the 40’s) said “There is not a man in this country who has not, at one time or another, held in his heart, the secret desire to boot a child in the ass.”   Do you think this is true?  Willy Wonka did not seem to like children all that much. Could you work with children as your profession?

According the tour guides at Malley’s Chocolate Factory in  Cleveland Ohio most people who work at the chocolate factory get sick of chocolate within two weeks.  How long do you think you could work at a place before you got sick of the product?  Do you know any McDonalds’s workers who eat there?

Do you remember your first taste of candy?  What was your favorite candy as a child?  Do you have a favorite now?
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If we say the Chocolate is a metaphor for God’s love….  Who do you think deserves the most Chocolate?

If we say the Chocolate is a metaphor for God’s love….  Is there anyone who does not deserve Chocolate?   Is Osama Bin Laden going to get Chocolate?    Read: Luke 17:16

If we say the Chocolate is a metaphor for God’s love….  Would God take his Chocolate back?

Read Neh 9:28-31

If we say the Chocolate is a metaphor for God’s love….  What do we have to do to earn the Chocolate? Read Romans 4:16

Read Romans 8:37-38.  Does this mean that EVERYONE gets chocolate no matter who they are and what they’ve done or what religion they belong to?

If we say the Chocolate is a metaphor for God’s love….  What did you notice about the way Augustus treated the chocolate?  

If we say the Chocolate is a metaphor for God’s love….  What did Violet let get between her and the Chocolate?

If we say the Chocolate is a metaphor for God’s love….  What did Veruca let get between her and the Chocolate?

If we say the Chocolate is a metaphor for God’s love….  What did Mike let get between him and the chocolate?
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The city where Charlie grows up is dark and cold and everything looks the same.  He enters the factory and sees a brand new place.  How is this like the kingdom of God?

Read 2nd Corinthians 6:11-13  How does this apply to Willy Wonka and his factory?

When Mike was told to “enjoy”, he violently kicked the giant jam filled berry thingy.  Do you think video games can affect your behavior this way?   How does the rating system on games work?  Would you change it?

If you won a golden ticket who would you take into the factory with you?

If they were going to name a candy bar after you what would it be called and what would be in it?   (Now answer the question for your youth director)

The puppets at the beginning of the tour seem vaguely reminiscent of the It’s A Small World Ride at the Disney Park.  Its sort of a fake happiness that has nothing to do with what’s beyond the doors?  Why do you supposed Willy Wonka wanted this to open his tour?

(DON’T READ THIS OUT LOUD)  Instead of a question you get to yell out an inappropriate statement like grandma Georgina did in the movie.  Pick one of these:  I like grapes!    I’m not wearing any underwear!   A fish swims much better than a violin.

Read Psalm 50:16-23   How would you apply this to the four children who didn’t fare so well in the factory tour?

Is there time in life when you stop believing in the magic of Saturday morning cartoons, candy, and wishing on stars?   The Bible says we should put away childish things but Jesus says we must be like children.  How can these two statements coincide?

Read Matthew 5:13:  Rewrite this verse as if it would be on a sign at the end of the factory tour.
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Several times it seemed as though Willy Wonka was leading the children into rooms that would be their undoing?  Do you think God tests us?  

If we say the Chocolate is a metaphor for God’s love….  Charlie says, “Candy doesn’t have to have a point. That’s why it’s candy.”  How can we make this a statement about God’s grace?

Recipe For Charlie’s Chocolate Boomer Cookies

You will Need;

1 Can of Milk Chocolate Frosting

I cup of chocolate flavored graham crackers finely crushed. 

2 Cups of flour

¾ Cup cocoa

1/2tsp salt

1 tsp baking soda

1 ¼ cup real butter

2 cups sugar

2 eggs

1 tbs Vanilla extract

1 10oz pack of Milk Chocolate chips

Mix together cocoa, salt, & soda.  With an electric mixer whip butter and sugar together for three minutes. Add eggs one at a time to butter mixture and beat for another minute.  Add cocoa mixture and beat for another minute.  While mixing, add flour a little at a time.  Beat until all is mixed well.  Add chocolate chips.

Roll dough into 2 inch spheres and place on ungreased cookie sheet.  Bake at 350 for 9 to 10 minutes. Allow to cool. Frost with frosting. Sprinkle with crushed graham crackers.  Serve with Chocolate Milk.
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