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DISCLAIMER:  The Brothers Grimm is rated PG-13 for a reason.  It is a fairly intense movie with multiple scenes of death, children being kidnapped, and some truly disturbing imagery.  You might want to save this for your Senior High Group.
You have permission to post this, email this, print this and pass it along for free to anyone you like, as long as you make no changes or edits to its contents or digital format. This study was created for your students. Hopefully you’ll find it helpful, if not, hey it’s free! The one thing we ask is that you don’t try to sell the study.

And check out more youth ministry resources on the Youth Specialties Web site:

www.youthspecialties.com
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Optional Activity #1:

Hand out pieces of card stock (you can also use those manila file folders, preferably empty ones).  Pass these out to your student and have them create evil scary monsters similar to what they saw in the movie.  Tape these to the edge of a table in your youth room.  Hand out rubber bands and have the youth take turns firing at the monsters. Break them into teams.  Five points for each hit.

Optional Activity #2:

Brothers Grimm Tag:

You will need a large supply of markers, paper plates, rubber bands, a stapler and scissors.   Have your group make monster masks out of the paper plates. Cut eyeholes. Have two of your students volunteer to be The Brothers Grimm.  Have the rest of the group hide throughout the darkened church building wearing their masks.  When they are found by one of the brothers they must remove their mask and join in the search for the others.  The last person found is the winner.  

Scriptures:

Proverbs 4:25,  Proverbs 11:1, Proverbs 12:22, Proverbs 16:11, Proverbs 20:10,   Proverbs 20:23. Titus 2:14

Questions:

* What was your favorite fairy-tale as a child?  Were there any stories or cartoons that scared you?

* How many different Grimm’s Fairy Tales references did you spot in the film?  

(Briar Rose, Sleeping Beauty, Kissing the princess, kissing a frog, little red riding hood, Hansel and Gretel, snow white‘s apple, mirror mirror, huff & puff, fairest of them all, what big eyes you have, the ginger bread man. Are there more?

* In the scene where General Deletombe is entertaining we see that his party is actually about eight people surrounded by mirrors.  In the end of the movie we see the mirrors in the queens chamber.  What do you think the filmmakers were trying to say with this?
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* The phrase “magic beans” seems to be the catch phrase for when Will wants to tell Jacob that he’s being stupid again.  Have you ever had someone remind you of mistakes you made a long time ago?

* What was the biggest mistake you’ve ever forgiven someone?  What was the biggest mistake someone has ever forgiven you?

* How long can you hold a grudge against someone you love?  Is it possible to forget without forgiving or visa versa?

* One of the more disturbing images in the movie is of the little girl, Sasha, who has her eyes nose and lips removed by a creature called “the mud mimic”.  The director described it this way…

The Mud Mimic was a great character. I think it’s terrifying because first you see a girl with no features and then this friendly creature… because to me the Mud Mimic was just wanting to be something; it’s kind of like Pinocchio wanting to be a real boy. He’s unformed, he’s like the Gollum, he’s like Adam, the clay that Adam was made from. He’s a totally prototypical creature and he just comes from mud slime, but to me he wanted to play all the time

What did you think of “The Mud Mimic”.  If we follow the director’s idea that he just wanted to play all the time how does that concept feature in the rest of the movie?

* When Will Grimm wanted to quiet the crowded room he did so by tapping casually (if not disrespectfully) on a crucifix.  What does this say about the character of Will Grimm?  Does it hold true for the rest of the movie?  What saved him in the end?

* The woman who guides the Brothers into the forest is named Angelica (from the word angel) how is Angelica an angel is this movie?

* Will Grimm said that there is a rational explanation for everything.  It seemed to be his way of dealing with his fear (Angelica called him on it).  When you are afraid what do you do?
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* One of the most frightening depictions of evil in movies is Dustin Hoffman playing a Satan-like character in the movie The Messenger. (a movie about Joan of Arc)    He is able to explain away all of the Miracles that Joan experienced to the point where she questioned her faith. What do you say to people who say that miracles don’t happen, that any “act of God” has a rational explanation?

* What is faith?  Where does it come from?  Can it be taught? What does it take to have faith?  

* When it comes right down to it, none of us can offer one single shred of physical evidence that God exists.  What made you decide to believe?  How do think most people go from “questioning” to “believing”.  How did Will Grimm come to believe?

* One of the Grimm Brothers sees the trees move and looks for strings and tracks.  The other looks for answers in his book.  Which one is closer to the way you approach life?

* In the beginning of the movie Will and Jacob are liars and con artists, they are then forced to face the “real thing”.  In essence they are finally forced to grow up.  How is being a teenager like being a con artist?  Read 1st Corinthians 2:5.  What does this say about finally putting away being childish and growing up?

* Read the following Proverbs.

Proverbs 4:25,   Proverbs 11:1, Proverbs 12:22, Proverbs 16:11, Proverbs 20:10,   Proverbs 20:23.

What is your best guess on how God feels about those who lie cheat and steal?  Look at this movie from the idea that God saw what the brothers were doing and decided to put them in the middle of one of their own lies to finally get them to heal some old wounds.  Has God ever put you in a difficult place?  What was the hardest lesson you ever had to learn?  Did it hurt?
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* Cavaldi & General Delatombe are great villain characters.  Director Terry Gilliam said that he likes his villains to be evil AND funny.  Where was the humor in these villains?
* In the end one villain dies and one gets a second chance?  Why do you suppose Cavaldi got a second chance?  

* Director Terry Gilliam said, “Ravens have always been messengers.”  How do Ravens work in this film?  The presence of the Holy Spirit in the scriptures is often seen as a dove?  Is there a difference between these two?

* Terry Gilliam was also one of the minds behind Monty Python and The Holy Grail and also Life of Brian. For those of you that have seen those movies, do you see similarities in his storytelling?

* What do you say to a person who tells you that the Bible is just a bunch of fairy tales? 

* What does it mean that Jacob and his brother finally “grow up” and start believing in fairy tales?

What is Will Grimm’s “conversion experience?”

* Will confesses to Angelica that Jacob drives him crazy, that he can’t take care of him anymore.  Is this responsibility put on him by Jacob or himself?  Explain.

* Jacob says, “I’m your brother.  I want you to believe in me.”  Why do you think it was hard for Will to see his brother any other way than the kid who sold the cow for beans? 

* Do you think its difficult to believe someone has changed?  Why is it hard for parents to watch their children grow up?

* Will and Jacob “pretend” their weapons are enchanted at the beginning of the movie and then they are faced with a real danger.  Why do you suppose Will was willing to sacrifice himself?  Read Titus 2:14.  How does this apply here?
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* At the end of the movie when the children are returned to their parents the camera angle is behind a cross. Yet there was not a church in the village to shoot the shot from.  The filmmakers put that in place on purpose.  Why do you think they did that when there is very little reference to God anywhere else in the film?

* Is there really such a thing as “happily ever after”?  Or will life always have a “maybe not”?

Closing Prayer:

Pray this prayer with me.  God we know that you are with us all the time.  There is nothing that can separate us from you.  Give us the strength to believe, God.

Give us the patience with those who make us crazy. Forgive us when we make others crazy. Above all else God, give us faith but don’t make it easy. Let us experience life and all of its trials and come out on the other side stronger and more faithful believers. Amen.
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