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Disclaimer: This movie contains language that will offend the parents of your students, your students themselves, and probably you. We don't recommend taking your students to see this movie because of the language, but if you have students already seeing the movie, this is a great resource that will spark a valuable and meaningful discussion among your youth group.
You have permission to post this, email this, print this and pass it along for free to anyone you like, as long as you make no changes or edits to its contents or digital format. This study was created for your students. Hopefully you’ll find it helpful, if not, hey it’s free! The one thing we ask is that you don’t try to sell the study.
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Optional Activities:

Activity #1: Serve baseball food before or after seeing the movie. Be sure you have Ballpark Franks and Stadium Mustard. Also serve peanuts and crackerjack.

Activity #2: You will need a recording of Take Me Out To The Ball Game, a video camera, and a pair of headphones that will keep the listener from hearing their own voice. (You can use the little earpiece phones or a pair of the big ol pilot’s headphones like they had in the 80’s.) Choose several volunteers and video tape them singing along to the music with the headphones on. Play the tape back for entertainment.

Activity #3: Indoor Rotating Baseball

This game allows you to play indoors and at the same time makes your entire group one team. Everybody plays and nobody loses. Use a ping-pong ball instead of a baseball and a paddle instead of a bat. Once a runner makes it to a base he or she stops, the base-player continues running, and the original runner plays that position for the next hit. If a runner makes a home run, he/she switches places with the pitcher.

You can play this game in your fellowship hall or (if you are brave) in the sanctuary.

Scriptures:

Ecclesiastes 9:11
Psalm 38, 51, 55, 119

Matthew 5:1-11

Matthew 11:19

Matthew 23:27

1 Timothy 4:12
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Questions:

One thing to note about this movie verses is 1976 original is that in the first film when the kids swore it actually came off as somewhat innocent and sweet. In this film the foul mouth players seem downright mean. The coach allows the kids to have a (non-alcoholic) beer and had no problem swearing in front of the kids. What do you think this says about the way our culture has changed? Do you think kids are forced to grow up more quickly? Explain.

In the l976 movie Buttermaker was a pool cleaner. In the 2005 version he’s an exterminator. This is a subtle change but a change nonetheless. Do you think the writers of the new screenplay changed this for a reason?

What do you think of the way parents were portrayed in this movie? Was it accurate? Were there any parents that came off looking good?

Charles Barkley once said, “I am not a role model. Parents are role models.” Do you think people who are in the public eye have a responsibility to be role models? Do we still look up to athletes? Celebrities? Politicians? Who are your role models? Are you a role model? Read 1 Timothy 4:12

Read Matthew 11:19. Would it be difficult to imagine Jesus sitting down at the table with the Bears in Hooters? Explain your answer. Why would this image make some people uncomfortable?

Read Matthew 23:27. What does Jesus mean by “white washed tombs”? Who are the white washed tombs in this movie?

The “good people” in the film pass judgment on the kids who can’t play? The film goes out of its way to show us how wrong that is. Imagine that you are on the Yankees team. Who do you tend to pass judgment on?

Read Ecclesiastes 9:11: How does this verse apply to the way baseball is handled in the movie?

Could you play a game of baseball in which no one kept score?

What do you think turned Coach Buttermaker around and made him want to actually coach?
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During the championship game Coach Buttermaker decided that the Bears were a team and that everyone playing was more important than winning? What turned him around?

Are kids sports too competitive? Have you ever seen a coach or a parent “lose it?”

Why does it seem like sometimes we have to hit the bottom before we can start turning up? The Psalms are full of verses about David when he was at his lowest. (Psalm 38, 51, 55, 119.)   David was one of God’s main guys and yet he often found himself at the bottom of an emotional well. Then later he’d be singing and dancing. Why to you think God lets us get that low?

What is redemption? (Don’t flip out if you have trouble with this one. Biblical scholars have been debating this one for years.) How was Coach Buttermaker seeking redemption? Do you think he found it?

Coach Buttermaker encourages one of his players to lie to his parents and “just tell them what they want to hear”. Do you think most parents are like this?

Do you think God will put you where you need to be? Why would God put an “old drunk” in charge of a group of “lesser players”? 

Were some people meant to athletes while others were meant to be in art club? Is that God’s design? Explain your answer.

 Coach Buttermaker tells Garo to let the ball hit him. At what point should you “take one for the team”? 

 Have you ever been picked last or told to just sit this one out because you weren’t good enough? Talk about it.

God seems to choose the biggest outcasts as his most important servants. Moses was a murderer with a speech impediment, Joseph was a selfish little daddy’s boy, and David was an adulterer. Jesus chose tax collectors (the most hated) and fisherman (the most avoided) to be some of his main guys. What does this tell you about God’s “team”?
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When Coach Buttermaker needs a pitcher he recruits the daughter of a formal girlfriend. At first she says no but eventually she agrees. What changed her mind? When Coach Buttermaker needed a batter and outfielder, Kelly came on board. Do you think God puts people in your life that you need exactly when you need them?

Read Matthew 5:1-11. Look at each of the Beatitudes. Which one of the characters would you put with each of these verses?

· Poor in spirit.

· They that mourn

· The Meek

· Hunger and Thirst for righteousness

· The Merciful

· The Pure

· The peacemakers

· The Persecuted

What does it mean to be a gracious loser? What does it mean to be a gracious winner? Which is harder? Why?

 Imagine Life is a baseball game: Are you currently, pitching, batting, a spectator, in the showers, our in left field? How has your position changed in the last five years? What position will you be playing ten years from now?

Imagine Life is a baseball game: What was your last home run? What was your last error?

Imagine Life is a baseball game: Who is your coach? (Who teaches you, guides you, shows you how to correct you mistakes, encourages you to do better and kicks your butt when you need it)
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Imagine Life is a baseball game: Who is your equipment manager? (Who make sure you have the tools you need and keeps things in order so you can do your best)

Imagine Life is a baseball game: Who is cheering the loudest from the stands?

Imagine Life is a baseball game: What position does Jesus play?

Say Something Like: 

God puts some strange people in our lives. Look around this room. Each of the people here is in your life because God put them there. We don’t always get to know why. If we start cutting certain people off our team because we don’t think they will get us to the championships we are losing a lesson that God wants us to learn. Sometimes its better to learn those lesson earlier rather than later.

Pray with me: 

Coach? Sometimes we really do feel like a team of misfits down here. We make a lot of mistakes. We get mad at each other when we fail. We celebrate the winners and kick the losers. We know this is not how you want us to act. Help us to be on the same team, God. Help us to find the gifts that we each bring to this life an use them. It’s all for your glory anyway. Amen.
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