How to Craft a Can-Do Mission Statement
 
  Ask yourself this simple yet profound question: What is the purpose of youth ministry in our church?

If you've already crafted a mission statement for your group, you know the answer. If you don't have a mission statement, the answer might be harder than you think. A youth group mission statement helps you focus your creative energy on priorities. And once your adult leaders and group members know where they're heading, they'll be motivated to grow and learn. 

Here's how to put together your mission statement: 

Gather representative group members, parents, adult leaders, and church leaders to brainstorm your youth ministry's purpose in the church. Don't be afraid to ask hard questions. Why do we really need a youth ministry? What are the potential benefits to the teenagers? to God's kingdom? to the church? Is there a better way to spend our energy and resources? 

List every idea on a chalkboard or flip chart. Then ask your brainstormers to prioritize the list. Have them rate-individually-the top five reasons listed, with five as the most important, four the second-most important, and so on. Have them mark their votes next to each reason.

Add the numbers, then determine the top scores. Talk about how the top five reasons fit together. Ask the brainstormers to think of Scripture passages that support those reasons. Or write a rough draft of your mission statement based on your list, then ask your participants to weigh it against Scripture.

Now build a short, three- or four-sentence mission statement based on what you've brainstormed. Be sure that your statement reflects what the group firmly believes, not simply what the participants think others want to hear. Your goal is to craft a statement that gives your ministry direction and purpose. It must be short and concise but more than just a slogan. "Standing and Serving for Jesus" is a slogan. This is more like a mission statement: Our youth ministry will provide young people an opportunity to clearly understand the Gospel, grow in their relationship with Christ, experience a sense of belonging in a nurturing Christian community, and reach out in service and witness.

It's critically important that your group members have ownership in your mission statement. Your kids must feel the statement represents their desires and goals or it won't be effective. After your brainstorming group has hammered out its final version, present the mission statement to the entire youth group for review and revision. This process takes time, but it's worth it. 

Use the statement to evaluate proposed activities, meetings, and programs. When you get together with adult leaders and group members to plan, make sure you have a copy of your mission statement handy. Compare your ideas to the statement and make sure they fit. 

Set goals and objectives that are based on your mission statement. Now it's time to get specific. That's what goals and objectives are for. For example, a good goal is to build close, family-style relationships among your group members. But to reach that goal, you must set specific objectives:

1. We'll have at least one group-building activity at each youth group meeting for the next five months.

2. We'll plan two weekend retreats before May 1 that will emphasize community building.

3. We'll plan a group activity before January 31 to show childhood pictures and tell stories about our families or friends.

Your mission statement will serve you well if you keep it visible and current. Don't be afraid to revise the mission statement when your group's needs, desires, or goals change. Continue to ask yourselves, "What's our purpose, and how can we best live that out in light of God's desire for our lives?" 
Mission Statement Examples: 

To provide students with an environment in which they can learn to love God and have a vital and thriving relationship with Him through His Son Jesus Christ and to challenge students’ to serve Jesus Christ, other youth group members, and the world at large. 
To help and serve in our church, community and 
country. To develop friendships that will nurture 
growth in our church family and group. To strengthen 
our faith by learning more about God and our faith 
journey. To have fun, Christian fellowship.

The West Salem Trinity UMC youth group exists to celebrate God's greatness, link
believers together and to discover a deeper understanding of Jesus Christ, in doing 
so we aim to reach the lost and to serve in Jesus' name. 
Worship (celebrate): "Love the Lord your God with all your heart" 
Ministry (serve): "Love your neighbor as yourself" 
Evangelism (aim): "Go and make disciples" 
Fellowship (link): "Baptizing them" 
Discipleship (discover): "Teaching them to obey"
To reach lost youth
To help youth grow in CHRIST-likeness
To provide a family atmostphere
To challenge youth to discover their ministry
To exalt God

The youth ministry of Faith Bible Fellowship exists to:

· INFECT non-believing students with the Truth

· CONNECT with other Christians

· DIRECT them in their faith

· REFLECT Christ's love in ministry, and

· RESPECT God with our lives. 

Infect >> Evangelism 
Reflect >> Ministry 
Direct >> Discipleship 
Connect >> Fellowship 
Respect >> Worship 

Our youth ministry exists to lead others to Christ, to have a place for them to lean on other Christians, to help them learn more about their faith, and to challenge the learners to love and live their lives according to God's wonderful plan .

To bring youth to Jesus and into our fellowship in order to lay the foundation for Christlike living, lifelong service, while giving all the glory, honor, and praise to GOD!

TO REACH AND EQUIP STUDENTS TO WALK WITH JESUS FOR A LIFETIME."
     The purpose of the student ministry is lead students to have a saving relationship with God, and to make an eternal impact by reaching, teaching, and encouraging students to fulfill the purpose God has for them.
     The vision of the student ministry is to reach the students in the Coffeyville community through students who are strong enough to influence others without being influenced themselves.
Our Goal here at the EFC Youth Group is :
To help students become fully devoted followers of Christ who are:
Members (connect) of God's family by faith in Christ, growing in fellowship with believers.
Maturing (Grow) in their faith by growing in relationship with God.
Ministering (discover) in their faith by serving others. 
Multiplying (reach) their faith by sharing the love and gospel of Jesus Christ with others.
Magnifying (honor) God in their faith by authentic worship and godly living.
