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CREATIVE FAMILY TIMES

By Mike DeVries

     All of us have gone through it…  all of us have experienced it.  The desire to do something as a family that will focus our families on Christ.  We’ve all felt it before, the prodding, telling us that we need to do something about it… but what?  What do we do?  Where do we go for ideas?  Well, never fear.  Before we allow that burning desire to turn into a heaping pile of ashes… here are some ideas that just might get those creative juices flowing!

· Instead of just reading a Bible story, act it out.

· Check out or rent a Christian video to use.

· Do a service project together.

· Serve at a rescue mission or homeless shelter together.

· Put a bunch of open-ended questions, written on pieces of paper in a hat.  Have each person pull one out and answer (keep going until all the questions are gone):

· “The time I felt closest to God was…”

· “The time I felt the farthest from God was…”

· “I feel encouraged when…”

· “If I could ask God one question it would be…”

· Memorize a verse together as a family.

· Create a “Family Prayer Calendar” of people and issues that everyone in the family has input into and is committed to praying for.

· Attend worship services together as a family, and then afterward talk about what impacted each of you.

· Have a worship service in your home, complete with singing, Scripture reading, and a devotional (preferably by one of the kids).

· Have everyone in the family take a piece of paper, divide it into four sections, and draw the following four pictures.  Have each person describe their picture and any Scripture that may go along with it.

· Draw a picture of God

· Draw a picture of what it means to love God

· Draw a picture of what it means to love others

· Draw a picture of your own relationship with God

· Write your own Psalm, either individually, or as a family.

· “God is Like…”: Look around the room and find objects that can represent a character or quality of God.  Share it and any verses that can apply.  (“God is like this chair, because I can fully put my trust in him, knowing He will never let me down.”)

· Write notes of encouragement to the other people in your family, expressing what you appreciate about them.

· Get a ball of string.  Hold on to one end of the string.  While throwing the ball of string to another family member, say something encouraging about that person.  Make sure that everyone gets to throw the ball to everyone else in the family at least once.  Talk about the “web” that is created, how that represents the bond you have in Christ and as a family.

· Try and think of one specific reason to be thankful for each letter of the alphabet… A through Z.

· “Pray Your Cards Right”: Get a deck of cards, shuffle them, and place it in the middle of your dinner table.  Starting with one person and going in a circle, turn over a card and offer a sentence prayer following this pattern (go around the circle at least a few times or more):

· Heart = Thankfulness

· Spade = Area of your life you need to grow in

· Diamond = Dream or goal for the future

· Club = Your family (an area of need or desire)

· “Random Acts of Kindness”: Decide as a family to do one thing, once a week, for the next month that will be “random act of kindness” to someone in your world.

· Let your children pray for anything, anywhere, anytime!
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