Whose patient are you?

You are all patients, i'm a patient and everyone you know are patients. When your a patient you go to a doctor for advice, right? Well it's your choice to take his advice. We have all a sickness in our spiritual life, maybe two, or three and everyone one of us have someone working on that sickness and giving us advice about what to do. the question is who are you letting work on you and whose advice are you taking? Whose patient are you?

One night, at the lodge of a hunting club, two new members were being introduced to other members and shown around. The man leading them around said, "See that old man asleep in the chair by the fireplace? He is our oldest member and can tell you some hunting stories you'll never forget."

They awakened the old man and asked him to tell them a story.

"Well, I remember back in 1944, we went on a lion hunting expedition in Africa. We were on foot and hunted for three days without seeing a thing. On the fourth day, I was so tired I had to rest my feet. I found a fallen tree, so I laid my gun down, propped my head on the tree, and fell asleep. I don't know how long I was asleep when I was awakened by a noise in the bushes. I was reaching for my gun when the biggest lion I'd ever seen jumped out of the bushes at me like this: RRROOAARRR!!! ...........I tell you, I just peed my pants."

The young men looked astonished and one of them said, "I don't blame you, I would have peed my pants too if a lion jumped out at me."

The old man shook his head and said, "No, no... not back then, just now, when I said RRROOAAARRR!!!" 

Well peeing your pants probably wouldn’t be the best response if you ever encountered a lion. If you read up on Lion's or talked with someone who has faced a lion you would find out that if you ever encountered a hungry lion the first thing you should do is remember to never flee. never turn and run. That will only show the lion that you are scared, and that would mean certain death, because in fact, the lion can run much faster than any of us can. Next, is what the old man failed at... you should try to look very brave and stare right into the lion's eyes. if you are successful, the lion will probably back down and run away. However, he may still attack you and that is why it is important to always have your spear handy. have your spear ready so that when he leaps upon you, he will land on the spear and be killed.

well guys guess what? you face a lion every day. everyday that you wake up there is a lion planning out ways to attack and devour you. That lion is Satan. 1 Peter 5:8-11 says...

- Which is easier – spending money or saving money? Being mean or being nice? Being lazy or being productive? In the same way which do you think is easier – following God or not following God?

- Do you think most people choose to sin? Or are they fooled into it? Why?

This advice on how to face a lion is even more important when it comes to facing Satan. Although it sounds good, we shouldn't try to flee him. That's not what God has called us to do in the face of temptation. Jesus knows better than anyone that you each have your own very unique tempations. He knows that it isn't your fault that you are tempted, it is Satan. But what Jesus cares about is how you act once you are tempted. This is what he says... James 4:7-8.

Jesus says don't try to flee Satan and run away, as much as that sounds like the right thing to do, there's an even better defense. The Bible says resist him! That means to stand up to Satan and say that you won't back down. and the reason that we can do this is because of Christ. Guys, Christ will never be defeated, Satan's got nothing on the power of my God. He's got nothing on the love of the God that handed over His son to die for you and for me. Satan can do absolutely nothing when it comes to facing the God that created heaven and earth, and in fact created Satan himself. Hey, Satan cannot win! resist him, stand up to him, and guess what, God promises that Satan will flee from you!! did you see that? We shouldn't be the ones running away, because Satan should be running away from us! man, that is awesome. but it requires that we resist everything that Satan tries to tempt us with. So it real easy to see the good news that we can make Satan run away from us any time we want. but that doesn't take away from the fact that Satan is always working on ways to get to you. the question is... do you recognize him at work. just think back on your day today, and try to think of one time where you think Satan was trying to get you to do something or say something or not do something. it could be anything. while your thinking, listen to this excerpt from The Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis... pg. 20
When is it hardest for you to focus on Christ? When is it easiest?

Toad baked some cookies. “These cookies smell very good,” said Toad. He ate one. “And they taste even better,” he said. Toad ran to Frog’s house. “Frog, Frog,” cried Toad, “taste these cookies that I have made.” Frog ate one of the cookies, “These are the best cookies I have ever eaten!” said Frog. Frog and Toad ate many cookies, one after another. “You know, Toad,” said Frog, with his mouth full, “I think we should stop eating. We will soon be sick.” “You are right,” said Toad. “Let us eat one last cookie, and then we will stop.” Frog and Toad ate one last cookie. There were many cookies left in the bowl. “Frog,” said Toad, “let us eat one very last cookie, and then we will stop.” Frog and Toad ate one very last cookie. “We must stop eating!” cried Toad as he ate another. “Yes,” said Frog, reaching for a cookie, “we need willpower.” “What is willpower?” asked Toad. “Willpower is trying hard not to do something you really want to do,” said Frog. “You mean like trying hard not to eat all these cookies?” asked Toad. “Right,” said Frog. Frog put the cookies in a box. “There,” he said. “Now we will not eat any more cookies.” “ But we can open the box,” said Toad. “That is true,” said Frog. Frog tied some string around the box. “There,” he said. “Now we will not eat any more cookies.” “ But we can cut the string and open the box.” said Toad. “That is true,” said Frog. Frog got a ladder. He put the box up on a high shelf. “There,” said Frog. “Now we will not eat any more cookies.” “ But we can climb the ladder and take the box down from the shelf and cut the string and open the box,” said Toad. “That is true,” said Frog. Frog climbed the ladder and took the box down from the shelf. He cut the string and opened the box. Frog took the box outside. He shouted in a loud voice. “Hey, birds, here are cookies!” Birds came from everywhere. They picked up all the cookies in their beaks and flew away. “Now we have no more cookies to eat,” said Toad sadly. “Not even one.”

Chair Illustration

Ephesians 5:3-7
Why is it so easy to give in to temptation, to sit in that chair? Does God expect us to live perfect lives? What does he want us to do when we mess up?

What are the chairs in your life? what are those things that you still try to just keep on foot on or just barely keep in reach. Maybe your like toad and frog and have stopped what is wrong but you haven't taken it and thrown it to the birds. You're still hanging on. Let me tell you something, Satan loves nothing more than when a Christian has stopped their habit of sin yet still keeps it around. the Devil is working on on all of us all the time. with every thought, and action he is trying to do anything to pull any of your attention away from God. you don't have to sin to let Satan win. So what's your chair? Whose patient are you really? If God and Satan each had a cookie jar who's jar would you be caught with your hand in most often?

Men who trap animals in Africa for zoos in America say that one of the hardest animals to catch is the ring-tailed monkey. For the Zulus of that continent, however, it’s simple. They’ve been catching this agile little animal with ease for years. The method the Zulus use is based on knowledge of the animal. Their trap is nothing more than a melon growing on a vine. The seeds of this melon are a favorite of the monkey. Knowing this, the Zulus simply cut a hole in the melon, just large enough for the monkey to insert his hand to reach the seeds inside. The monkey will stick his hand in, grab as many seeds as he can, then start to withdraw it. This he cannot do. His fist is now larger than the hole. The monkey will pull and tug, screech and fight the melon for hours. But he can’t get free of the trap unless he gives up the seeds, which he refuses to do. Meanwhile, the Zulus sneak up and nab him.

