Abraham had 8 sons that we know about. 

Isaac was the only son of God’s promise (chapter 21)
Most scholars believe that Isaac was between 20-25 years of age during this story.

V. 2 Originally God doesn’t tell Abraham where they are going. Just to go to a place that He will tell them about. Only later we know it’s Moriah. 

V. 4 It took three days to journey to this place on the mount of Moriah  “The Lord Provides”

-It’s where Jerusalem would come to be


-It’s where the temple would be


-It’s where Christ would be crucified
Mount Moriah was a very significant location… Back then it was desolate, just a tree-filled mountain, but in a few short generations, It would become the precise focal point of God’s anointed.
V. 5 If the servants has accompanied Abraham and his son to the sacrificial site, they might have tried to restrain him from his awful deed. He told them to STAY with the donkey. He and his son were going to go WORSHIP the Lord. Then he says WE WILL COME BACK. In the Hebrew text, these words are even more striking than in a translation. The 3 verbs all show a strong determination on the part of Abraham… “We are determined to go, we are determined to worship, we are determined to return.”
Abraham knew what God had called him to do so what’s the weird thing about him saying that? He was either (1) lying to his servants to buy time, (2) delusion and not speaking rationally, or (3) he truly believed that he AND THE BOY would return. Remember, He had heard many times God promise to create a nation through Isaac. 

And he believed those promises. He had concluded that even if he had to kill his son that God would bring him back to life to fulfill the promise (Hebrews 11:7-19)

V. 9 “The Binding of Isaac” At this point Isaac was getting a pretty clear picture of what was going on. Let’s paint the picture again. Here is Abraham, he was about 125 years at this point. And Isaac, who is probably 25 years old. How hard do you think it would’ve been for Isaac to not allow his father to bind him in rope and put him on the altar?! But he was willing to obey his father even if that meant him being lead to death. Hmm, sound familiar…
V. 13 This is the first time in the bible that the concept of substituting a sacrifice is mentioned. The ram took Isaac’s place on the altar, just as Christ did for us.
This is a story for us! Whenever the Lord gives us a command. Whether from the Bible or something we feel the Holy Spirit is impressing on us, many things rise up against us from the world. Our means fail, we don’t have the people around us or the counsel we need to, all avenues seemed closed. 
What thing in your life would be hardest for you to give up?

Why did God ask Abraham to sacrifice his son? Why did Abraham obey?

How does this story illustrate the sacrifice made by God the Father and His Song, Jesus?

Does obedience to coaches or parents or other authorities sometimes require a big sacrifice on your part? How might God bless you when you make those sacrifices?

