The Intimacy of Abiding

In our culture today, it’s all about each person doing everything they can to get ahead and make a name for themselves. But Jesus had a very different attitude about this. It’s hard to understand the concept of thinking that other people more important than you, no one else in our culture models that. If we live our lives like Christ, we need to adjust our attitudes and our perspective on what matters, and that’s Christ. That’s what being intimate with Jesus is all about. Adjusting everything about your world to make Christ priority.

My Trophy Illustration – It’s not about what we can do on our own, but what we can do when we abide with Christ.

John 15:1-10

In this passage there is much about abiding in Christ. What is meant by that? 

(Two people act out as I describe the situation)

     Let us take a human analogy. Suppose a person is weak. He has fallen to temptation; he has made a mess of things; he is on the way down because he cannot get our of this sin trap. Now suppose that he has a friend of a strong and lovely and loving nature, who rescues him from his degraded situation. There is only one way in which he can retain his reformation and keep himself on the right way. He must keep contact with his friend If he loses that contact; all the chances are that his weakness will overcome him; the old temptations will rear their heads again; and he will fall. His salvation lies in continual contact with the strength of his friend. 

     If you were homeless, helpless and had nothing to live and some kind rich king took you and allowed you to live in his house. You’d have it made, all problems would be solved. Until he kicked you out and you’d be right in that spot again.  We must keep contact with the king in order to defeat the evils of the world, and this king will never kick you out. 
Robertson of Brighton was a great preacher. There was a tradesman who had a little shop; in the back room he kept a photograph of Robertson, for he was his hero and his inspiration. Whenever he was tempted, he would rush into the back room and look at the photograph and the temptation was defeated. When Kingsley was asked the secret of his life, referring to F. D. Maurice he said: "I had a friend." The contact with loveliness made him lovely. 

     Abiding in Christ means something like that. (Stay, remain elsewhere in NT)The secret of the life of Jesus was his contact with God; again and again he withdrew into a solitary place to meet him and be intimate together in their relationship. We must keep contact with Jesus. We cannot do that unless we deliberately take steps to do it. For example, to pray in the morning, if it be for only a few moments, is to have an antiseptic for the whole day; for we cannot come out of the presence of Christ and touch evil things. It will mean a constant contact with him. It will mean arranging life, arranging prayer, arranging silence in such a way that there is never a day when we give ourselves a chance to forget him. 
Vine Illustration – breathing through a tube and getting it pulled out.

Princess Bride Clip (29:27-34:12)
John 15:11-17

The central words of this passage are those in which Jesus says that his disciples have not chosen him, but he has chosen them. It was not we who chose God, but God who, in his grace, approached us with a call and an offer made out of his love. So you see God was intimate with us far before we could ever be intimate with Him. 
     Out of this passage we can three specific things for which we are chosen and to which we are called as we become intimate with Christ.. 

     (i) We are chosen for joy. However hard the Christian way is, it is the way of joy. There is always a joy in doing the right thing. The Christian is a person of joy. A gloomy Christian is a contradiction in terms, and nothing in all religious history has done Christianity more harm than gloomy and negative Christians. How can any man fail to be happy when he walks with Jesus? If you are intimate with Jesus there’s no other way to live to with happiness and to find joy in all of life.
     (ii) We are chosen for love. We are sent out into the world to love one another. Sometimes we live as if we were sent into the world to compete with one another, or to dispute with one another, or even to quarrel with one another. But the Christian is to live in such a way that he shows Christ by loving everyone else. It is here that Jesus makes another of his great claims. If we ask him: What right have you to demand that we love one another? His answer is: "No man can show greater love than to lay down his life for his friends--and I did that." Many people tell you to love each other, when their whole life is a demonstration that that is the last thing he does himself. Jesus gave men a commandment which he had himself first fulfilled. 

     (iii) Jesus called us to be his friends. He tells his men that he does not call them slaves any more; he calls them friends. Now that is a saying which would be even greater to those who heard it for the first time than it is to us. Doulos (<G1401>), the slave, the servant of God was no title of shame; it was a title of the highest honour. Moses was the doulos (<G1401>) of God (Deut 34:5); so was Joshua (Josh 24:29); so was David (Ps 89:20). It is a title which Paul counted it an honour to use (Tit 1:1); and so did James (Jas 1:1). The greatest men in the past had been proud to be called the douloi (<G1401>), the slaves of God. And Jesus says: "I have something greater for you yet, you are no longer slaves; you are friends." Christ offers an intimacy with God to you and I which not even the greatest men knew before he came into the world. 

     The idea of being the friend of God, this phrase is lit up by a custom which obtained both at the courts of the Roman Emperors and of the eastern kings. At these courts there was a very select group of men called the friends of the king, or the friends of the Emperor. At all times they had access to the king: they had even the right to come to his bedchamber at the beginning of the day. He talked to them before he talked to his generals, his rulers, and his statesmen. The friends of the king were those who had the closest and the most intimate connection with him. 

     Jesus called us to be his friends and the friends of God. That is a tremendous offer. It is an intimate offer It means that no longer do we need to gaze longingly at God from afar off; we are not like slaves who have no right whatever to enter into the presence of the master; we are not like a crowd whose only glimpse of the king is in the passing on some state occasion. Jesus gave us this intimacy with God, so that he is no longer a distant stranger, but our close friend.
Talking from far off Illustration
Read Wuest’s Translation of Matthew 5:1-17







