The Great Pretenders

Several years ago, in Long Beach, California, a fellow went into a fried chicken place and bought a couple of chicken dinners for himself and his date late one afternoon. The young woman at the counter inadvertently gave him the proceeds from the day-a whole bag of money (much of it cash) instead of fried chicken. After driving to their picnic site, the two of them sat down to open the meal and enjoy some chicken together. They discovered a whole lot more than chicken--over $800! But he was unusual. He quickly put the money back in the bag. They got back into the car and drove all the way back. Mr. Clean got out, walked in, and became an instant hero. By then the manager was frantic. The guy with the bag of money looked the manager in the eye and said, "I want you to know I came by to get a couple of chicken dinners and wound up with all this money. Here." Well, the manager was thrilled to death. He said, "Oh, great, let me call the newspaper. I'm gonna have your picture put in the local newspaper. You're the most honest man I've heard of." To which they guy quickly responded, "Oh no, no, don't do that!" Then he leaned closer and whispered, "You see, the woman I'm with is not my wife...she's uh, somebody else's wife."

Matthew 5:33-37
This passage says that when a man has to say yes, he should say yes, and nothing more; and when he has to say no, he should say no, and nothing more. 

     The idea is that a man should never need an oath to guarantee the truth of anything he may say. The man's character should make an oath completely unnecessary. His guarantee and his witness should lie in what he is himself. Isocrates, the great Greek teacher and orator, said, "A man must lead a life which will gain more confidence in him than ever an oath can do." Clement of Alexandria insisted that Christians must lead such a life and demonstrate such a character that no one will ever dream of asking an oath from them. The ideal society is one in which no man's word will ever need an oath to guarantee its truth, and no man's promise ever need an oath to guarantee its fulfilling.
Acts 5:1-11
Act out the passage as I read: Ananias, Sapphira, the Buyer, Peter the Apostle, two undertakers, everyone is “all the church”
What was Ananias and Sapphira guilty of? Why did God punish them so severely?
The names Ananias and Sapphira were as much a contradiction as their statement on how much they sold the land for. The Hebrew form of Ananias means “God is gracious” and Sapphira means “Beautiful”. There was nothing gracious or beautiful about what these two did. They swindled God and the people of the church. But what was wrong with they did. I mean, they gave the church a whopping load of cash. Anybody in our church today would be excited to take that??
The problem was that they pretended to give all the proceeds of the sale of the property. No one had said that they had to give anything. So the sin wasn’t that they didn’t give all, the sin was the deception, the pretending, it was that they were not being authentic.

Peter instantly knew it, he could spot it a mile away. You’re hiding stuff. I’m hiding stuff. We’re not letting everything go. We’re not giving God as much as we say we are. We’re pretending, we do it all the time. We’re not being authentic, just like Ananias and Sapphira. And guess what, God can spot it a mile away. He knows before you even do it, that you’re pretending. See, when what you say isn’t being authentically lived out in your life, you’re not lying to me, to yourself, to your friends. You’re lying to God. He’s the one who you say you’re faith rests in. He’s the one that let his son die that you claim you’re salvation in. You’re lying to Him. The dangerous thing about pretending is that it goes farther than we ever thought. It effects the church, it effects your friends. When we are not real and authentic, it is difficult for others to be genuine with us. Spiritual superficiality sets in. And it’s like we’re rushing in with masks on taking God hostage and saying now I’m running the show. And God doesn’t put up with people like that. Just like Christ he would puke you out of his presence, God shows us here in Acts 15 that it’s a matter of life and death. God probably isn’t going to strike us down dead but spiritually we will die over and over again we live as pretending Christians.
When in your life are you tempted to lack integrity and not authentic in your faith?

A Chinese boy who wanted to learn about jade went to study with a talented old teacher. This gentle man put a piece of the precious stone into his hand and told him to hold it tight. Then he began to talk of philosophy, men, women, the sun and almost everything under it. After an hour he took back the stone and sent the boy home. The procedure was repeated for several weeks. The boy became frustrated. When would he be told about the jade? He was too polite, however, to question the wisdom of his venerable teacher. Then one day, when the old man put a stone into his hands, the boy cried out instinctively, 'That's not jade!'" 
Counterfeit money catchers… They don’t study fake money to know fake money so well to catch it, they study the real thing so that anything fake that comes across them, they will spot in an instant.
