Sanctuary, Sanctuary
What is a sanctuary? 

What makes a sanctuary a sanctuary?

What makes a sanctuary so special?

“Sanctuary” – Hunchback of Notre Dame Video Clip

What did Quasimodo mean when he cried out “sanctuary”?

The history of claiming a church or a place of worship as a place where people are safe from the arm of the law is very old. We have examples of it throughout the middle ages and even in America In 1980, people who were fleeing the death squads of El Salvador and Guatemala claimed sanctuary in a Presbyterian church in Arizona.
Why do you think claiming sanctuary in a church can protect you from the law or the world?

A Sanctuary, the church building, God describes as literally His house. It is a holy place. unmatched and untouchable by the word. This place is sacred and God demands that it be treated with the utmost respect and reverence. That’s why people wouldn’t go in after a fugitive, because entering God’s house with a hostile attitude would displease the Lord. Entering church with an attitude that is not directed completely on worshipping God is to insult the holiness of this place and the holiness of God Himself. 

- Isaiah 1:11-17

Here, more than anywhere else in the whole of Scripture God just lays into a group of people for their conduct in church and towards God. God is saying, yeah you come to church, so what? Yeah, you come to FUSE, so what? I’ve got so many people that come to church, too many people that come too church, but don’t love me. He is saying I don’t care if you come to church, do you love me. And I know if you love me by the way you act. Because of the way you act, I hate that you are in church, I hate every time you gather together. I am burdened and embarrassed by it. You disobey and displease me in church, so how can you live for me in the world. and since you insult the holiness of my house and sanctuary, and you have not taken seriously the gathering to worship, I will not listen to you anymore, no matter how many times you pray or cry out, I will hide my eyes from you. Get out of my sight, I want nothing to do with you! Until you begin to take me seriously and quite acting like fools and doing good towards me I will have nothing to do with you. 
- Ecclesiastes 5:1

Keep the Sabbath day holy…

Romans 1:21
Our conduct in church…
The mother of four growing children went to a counselor because she felt that she was a failure. She had trained for ministry and had hoped to serve the Lord as a missionary overseas. But instead, she fell in love and married a widower with four children. Barely able to keep her household functioning, she was not able to engage in any formal ministry. She wrongly concluded that God was subjecting her to well-deserved chastisement.

A Christian counselor pointed her to Micah 6:8, which asks, "What does the Lord require of you?" Immediately that question is answered, "To do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God." Those requirements she could meet without going to a foreign mission field. And meet them she did!

Her experience calls to mind Martin Luther's advice to people who believed they could please God by journeying to a sacred shrine: "Let anyone go on a pilgrimage who feels compelled to do so; but let him remember that God can be served a thousand times better at home by giving the money the journey would cost to his own wife and children and bearing his cross with patience."
“Be Still” Video Clip

