Planting Seeds of Generosity

2 Corinthians 9:6

How many of you have ever helped or seen someone plant flowers or a garden.  Well today we are going to be farmers getting ready to plant a garden. I’ve got my hat, my gloves, and my tools. I must warn you that this is not just any kind of garden. We aren’t planting tomatoes, potatoes, flowers or wheat.  Today we are going to plant GENEROSITY.  
What GENEROSITY is?  
GENEROSITY is when you are always open to sharing and giving to others.  Now we want a nice big garden right? So, how many seeds do you think I should plant? How about all of them? Why waste the seeds, if I want a big garden I should plant all the seeds – right? All this is what God is showing us in our scripture today. Just like farmers, he has blessed us with so much and we should want to generous share something with others.  
Let’s look at our scripture: 2 Corinthians 9:6. 
The Apostle Paul wrote this verse and he was writing to some people who weren’t sure they wanted to share what they had with others. Do you know people who don’t have as much as you do, but were not sure you want to share your stuff with them?  Have you ever felt like not share?  We all have felt that way sometimes, but God wants us to know that if we are generous, it would be like planting a lot of seeds; and in return we would receive a big harvest.  
How do we show generosity? 

1. Sharing with others
2. Helping others 

3. Giving to others

4. Always having nice things to say to people.

5. Encourage people and much more. 

See God wants us to give generously – plant lots of seeds!  Why, because God gives generously to us – EVERYDAY! What are some of the things God has given us?   
Health, our family, our friends, clothes to wear, a place to live, food to eat, toys to play with and most of all eternal life.  Shouldn’t we want to share with others?  God makes sure we have these things and what we need so we can be generous with other people who don’t have them.  When we do this we are planting seeds that God will bless us for. Just like these seeds in my hand once I plant them someday they will grow into beautiful flowers. Every time we are generous to someone, share with someone, or help someone we’ve planted a new seed and will receive a new blessing.  We are also generous to others because it shows God that we are GRATEFUL for what he has given us.  If he blesses us to bless others, and when we don’t do that God thinks that we don’t care about what He gives us.  
How many of you want to be rich?  Proverbs 11:25 says, “A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed”.  
How many of you want to be blessed?  Proverbs 22:9 says, “A generous man will himself be blessed for he shares his food with the poor. To be rich, successful and bless you have to first be GENEROUS and willing to SHARE with others.”  

God also warns us in our scripture that if we are selfish, it would be like planting only a few or no seeds; we would not get much in return. Jesus told a story about a man who had a lot of money, food and everything he needed. So one day he said to himself, I have everything I need I’m going to store it all up and chill because I know I’ll be taken care of.  But that night while he was sleep the death angel can to him and said tonight your soul is required of you and he died.  All that stuff he had was wasted because he never shared it with anybody else. Don’t be selfish all the time and want everything for yourself.  God can’t bless you!  Everyone stick out your hand. Now close it up. What if everything you had was in your hand, but as long as it’s closed tight nothing can ever get out and God can’t ever put something in.  Now open it up! When our hands are open, we can give and share what we have generous and there’s room now for God to put more back into it.  

Let’s Recap: 

Who wrote our Scripture 2 Corinthians 9:6? 

What does it mean to be GENEROUS? 

What does it mean to SHARE? 

What does it mean to be GRATEFUL? 

Why should we share what we have generously? 

What happens when you share what you have generously? 
Lastly, the best thing you can share with anyone is Jesus Christ.  God generously gave us His son. Jesus generously gave his life for our sins. When we accept Him as our Lord and Savior, Jesus then generously gives us eternal life. Don’t be selfish with Jesus and keep Him to yourself.  Generously share Jesus with others and let them know about Him!  

