Homosexuality

Do homosexuals go to hell?
Recap assurance of salvation from Suicide talk.

Today we are going to tackle…
What homosexuality isn’t, which will tell us…
What homosexuality is,
And take a look inward, outward, and upward to assess our condition and response.

First let’s look at some myths about homosexuality and see how people have twisted the truth. Then through God’s word we can see what the truth about what homosexuality is.

Myth #1
Homosexuality is natural, it’s innate
· I was born homosexual, God made me this way.
· It didn’t choose it, this is just the way I am

Truth #1
Homosexuality departs from God's blueprint for sexual intimacy. 

To begin with, in the Old Testament, homosexuality doesn’t seem like something God thinks is ok.

Leviticus 20:13 - If a man lies with a man as one lies with a woman, both of them have done what is detestable.

And we read about Sodom and Gomorrah in
Genesis 18:20-21; 19:1-9 - Then the LORD said, "The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their sin so grievous 21 that I will go down and see if what they have done is as bad as the outcry that has reached me. If not, I will know." …The two angels arrived at Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gateway of the city. When he saw them, he got up to meet them and bowed down with his face to the ground. "My lords," he said, "please turn aside to your servant’s house. You can wash your feet and spend the night and then go on your way early in the morning." "No," they answered, "we will spend the night in the square." But he insisted so strongly that they did go with him and entered his house. He prepared a meal for them, baking bread without yeast, and they ate. Before they had gone to bed, all the men from every part of the city of Sodom--both young and old--surrounded the house. They called to Lot, "Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us so that we can have sex with them."

In the New Testament, we find the same teaching on homosexuality.
1 Corinthians 6:9-10 - Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 

Romans 1:21, 26-27 - For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. …Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones. 27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion.

So what is the answer from the Bible? Are people born homosexuals?
In some aspect, yes. 
Psalms 51:5 - We are all born sinners, from the moment your mother conceived you. 
We are all born with a sin nature, with a desire to do wrong. Some of us struggle with lying our whole life, some struggle with disobedience or pride, and some struggle with homosexual temptations. So yes, I believe that from birth some people deal with homosexual temptations from Satan. But I do not believe it is “who they are” or that they can’t change.   Even though we are born this way, we also choose to sin.
Isaiah 66:3 - But they choose their own ways, delighting in their sins. 

Dr. Charles Sicartti of the Albert Einstein College of New York says this:
“There is no possibility of someone developing homosexuality from hereditary or organic causes; it is just impossible.”

Romans 6:16 - You can choose sin, which leads to death, or you can choose to obey God and receive his approval. 
So what does that mean? Our desires do not define us… our choices do. The Bible doesn’t necessarily condemn homosexual desire, it condemns homosexual behavior. I have heard stories of people that struggle with homosexual temptations but live a celibate life in order not to sin. Like any other desire that is outside the will of God, the Bible teaches us to resist it.

Myth #2
God hates homosexuals
· Westboro Baptist church

Truth #2
· If you are a homosexual or you struggle with homosexual thoughts, you matter to God. 
That’s no different than saying if you have lied to your parents you matter to God, if you have cheated you matter to God, If you have had impure thoughts you matter to God. Sin or the temptation of does not mean God has stopped loving and caring for us. 
Psalm 103:13 - As a father has compassion on his children,  so the LORD has compassion on his children. 
Romans 5:8 - But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
· Many Christians need to repent of the hatred shown the homosexuals.
Homosexuality is no different than any other behavior that is outside of God's will.  We need to love everyone with the love of Jesus regardless of their sin, because we are sinners just like them. We can’t accept their sin, loving them with the love of Jesus means speaking the truth, but in a way that shows love and respects them as a person created in the image of God.

How to show Love to Homosexuals Video

Myth #3
Homosexuality is Christian
· Jesus never said anything about homosexuality, he says we should just love each other. “Since Jesus never talked about the issue we can deduce that neither Jesus nor the Father is concerned about homosexuality”.
· “My partner and I love each other in an exclusive relationship. How can that be wrong?”

Truth #3
The question is not what did Jesus say about homosexuality, because in scripture he never used that word. But the question is what did he think about homosexuality. Jesus clearly reiterates God’s plan that love and marriage be between a man and woman. Jesus also boldly speaks out against fornication, which is any sex by unmarried people. So Jesus obviously would call any sex that is not between a married man and woman sin.
Jesus may not have mentioned homosexuality specifically but the entire Bible is God’s word and it very specifically talks about homosexuality…

There is nowhere in Scripture that homosexuality is referred to in a positive or even a neutral way. It is always sin.
Homosexuality does not become acceptable if it is practiced monogamously, even if they are legally married by the state. It still goes against God’s will for us, which is the definition of sin.

Myth #4
Homosexuals can’t change
· This is just the way I am

Truth #4
We’ve already discussed how homosexual sin is a choice. The temptation may not be a choice. We can’t choose what we are or are not tempted with, but we absolutely can choose what temptation we turn into sin. Just like with pride, or anger, or alcohol it could be a temptation that you struggle with all your life, but you can overcome it to never sin in that way again. God promises to give you a way out and nothing is impossible with Him. You can change. 
We are all struggling with sin, only the type is different.
Through the power of Christ there is hope for all of us.

I used to be gay Video

And that has to be our message to those who are in bondage to this sin by sharing with them the love of Jesus and getting them some help to overcome this sin.
We can never think that we are better than someone who is suffering in the midst of some sin, because that reality is that we needed God’s mercy just like them.
We need to be humble and recognize that it is only by God’s mercy that we are able to overcome our sin and we need to be an example of God’s mercy in helping others to overcome their sin.

And the fact is that we all still have sin to overcome. Maybe you are here today and you have struggled or are struggling with a secret sin. There is hope to overcome. Whether you are struggling or know someone who is, the hope of overcoming this sin begins with Receiving Jesus Christ as Savior.

Look in...
· Completely avoid selective moral outrage.
· Biblically assess your spiritual (and sexual) condition.
Look out...
· Express humble compassion .
· Maintain deep conviction .
Look up...
· Exalt His glory .
· Proclaim His Gospel .
