GOOD START, BAD FINISH

INTRODUCTION:

This morning we will be looking at chapters 14-16 in the book of 2 Chronicles.

2 Chronicles covers the same period of history as 1 and 2 Kings – the reign of Solomon (971-931 B.C.) and the divided kingdom (930-586 B.C.).  

It focuses only on Judah’s destiny, not Israel.  The author views Judah as the main stream of Israel’s redemptive history.

Like 1st Chronicles, it was written to the returned remnant of Jews who urgently needed to recover their spiritual heritage.  It stresses revival, reform, and the recovery of faith for the downtrodden exiles.

Throughout the book, the writer lays out a theology of hope, and presents the two main themes of God’s temple and the proper worship of God.

Chapters 10-36 are a highly selective account of the kings of Judah after Solomon’s death and the division of the kingdom.  70% of these chapters focus on the good kings, while 30% focus on the evil kings.

King Asa, who is the focus of the chapters we will study today, was viewed as one of the good kings.
Let’s see what we can learn from his life.
If you are not there already, turn to 2 Chronicles 14.  We will look at the first 12 verses (READ).
2 Chronicles 14

1   (1) So Abijah slept with his fathers, and they buried him in the city of David, and his son Asa became king in his place. The land was undisturbed for ten years during his days. 
2   Asa did good and right in the sight of the LORD his God, 
3   for he removed (2) the foreign altars and (3) high places, tore down the sacred pillars, cut down the [1] (4) Asherim, 
4   and commanded Judah to seek the LORD God of their fathers and to observe the law and the commandment. 
5   He also removed the high places and the (5) incense altars from all the cities of Judah. And the kingdom was undisturbed under him. 
6   (6) He built fortified cities in Judah, since the land was undisturbed, and there was no one at war with him during those years, (7) because the LORD had given him rest. 
7   For he said to Judah, "(8) Let us build these cities and surround them with walls and towers, gates and bars. The land is still ours because we have sought the LORD our God; we have sought Him, and He has given us rest on every side." So they built and prospered. 
8   Now Asa had an army of (9) 300,000 from Judah, bearing large shields and spears, and 280,000 from Benjamin, bearing shields and wielding bows; all of them were valiant warriors. 
9   Now Zerah the Ethiopian (10) came out against them with an army of a million men and 300 chariots, and he came to (11) Mareshah. 
10   So Asa went out to meet him, and they drew up in battle formation in the valley of Zephathah at Mareshah. 
11   Then Asa (12) called to the LORD his God and said, "LORD, there is no one besides You to help in the battle between the powerful and those who have no strength; so help us, O LORD our God, (13) for we trust in You, and in Your name have come against this multitude. O LORD, You are our God; let not man prevail against You." 
12   So (14) the LORD routed the Ethiopians before Asa and before Judah, and the Ethiopians fled.

The first thing we learn is to…
HAVE AN UNSHAKABLE TRUST IN GOD 

We need to have an unshakable trust in God to help us in the midst of life’s battles.

This trust begins with the belief that there is no one besides the Lord to help us in our battles (vs. 11a).
Our enemies are many – doubt, discouragement, depression, pride, lust, anger, unforgiveness, lying, swearing, gossiping, rebellion, selfishness, impatience, apathy, indifference.

Our enemies could also be difficult situations – persecution at work, a wayward child, an ongoing health problem, unemployment, marital problems.

Sometimes we allow allow our enemies to have victory over us because we don’t know what to do or we think can’t do anything.
STORY: Pillsbury Doughboy (Burns, p. 41)

Like Asa, as we trust in the Lord and in his name, we can come against and defeat the enemies we face. 
The second thing we learn is to…

HAVE AN UNDYING FAITHFULNESS
Look at chapter 15, vs. 1-7 with me (READ).

2 Chronicles 15
1   Now (17) the Spirit of God came on Azariah the son of Oded, 
2   and he went out to meet Asa and said to him, "Listen to me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin: (18) the LORD is with you when you are with Him. And (19) if you seek Him, He will let you find Him; but if you forsake Him, He will forsake you. 
3   "(20) For many days Israel was without the true God and without (21) a teaching priest and without law. 
4   "But (22) in their distress they turned to the LORD God of Israel, and they sought Him, and He let them find Him. 
5   "(23) In those times there was no peace to him who went out or to him who came in, for many disturbances afflicted all the inhabitants of the lands. 
6   "(24) Nation was crushed by nation, and city by city, for God troubled them with every kind of distress. 
7   "But you, (25) be strong and do not lose courage, for there is (26) reward for your work."

In order to be faithful, we must be strong and not give up.  Why?  There is a reward! 

The reward is finishing well and hearing “well done” by Jesus.

In verses 8-12 we see the following (READ).

8   Now when Asa heard these words and the prophecy which Azariah the son of Oded the prophet spoke, he took courage and removed the abominable idols from all the land of Judah and Benjamin and from (27) the cities which he had captured in the hill country of Ephraim. (28) He then restored the altar of the LORD which was in front of the porch of the LORD. 
9   He gathered all Judah and Benjamin and those from Ephraim, Manasseh and Simeon (29) who resided with them, for many defected to him from Israel when they saw that the LORD his God was with him. 
10   So they assembled at Jerusalem in the third month of the fifteenth year of Asa's reign. 
11   (30) They sacrificed to the LORD that day 700 oxen and 7,000 sheep from the spoil they had brought. 
12   (31) They entered into the covenant to seek the LORD God of their fathers with all their heart and soul;

There are three requirements faithfulness makes.


Faithfulness requires us to remove the sin or wickedness 
in our lives.



After hearing the prophet’s words, Asa removed the 



wicked idols from the land.


As faithful believers we must remove the things in our 


lives that are leading us astray.  We must ask the Holy 


Spirit to help us see things as he does.  We need to be 


honest about our sin, and not be deceived by our sinful 


natures.


We need to see that uncontrolled spending is not a  


game of one-upmanship or a comforting self-pacifier.  It 


is a trap that leads to debt and financial distress.  It 



hinders our ability to give, and support the work of the 


Lord.



We need to see that pornography is not an innocent 


observation of beautiful bodies, it is deadly – poised to 


suck our integrity and the life of Christ out of our hearts.


We need to see that gossiping is not simply passing 


along “necessary” information to our friends or co-



workers.  It is unfair, misleading, and betraying.

Faithfulness requires us to repent, and die to our sin.



After the idols were removed, the people of Judah 



sacrificed to the Lord.  This was symbolic of their 



repentant hearts.



In the Old Testament, sacrifice, in a most basic 



explanation, involved putting an animal to death as 



payment for sin, in order to please God.



When we put our sinful nature to death we please God.  


Why?  We are free to be what he wants us to be.

Faithfulness requires us to seek God with all our hearts.


Vs. 12 tells us that they entered into covenant to seek 


God with all their heart and soul.


An undying faithfulness to God is only deepened when we 

make the choice to seek him with all our hearts.
The last thing we learn is to…

HAVE AN UNMISTAKABLE FINISH
In chapter 16, we see that Asa, restricted by the army of Israel, strikes a deal with the king of Aram to push back Israel’s army.

The king of Aram attacked Israel and they withdrew.  

What happens next is surprising (READ vs. 7-13)
2 Chronicles 16
7   At that time (39) Hanani the seer came to Asa king of Judah and said to him, "(40) Because you have relied on the king of Aram and have not relied on the LORD your God, therefore the army of the king of Aram has escaped out of your hand. 
8   "Were not (41) the Ethiopians and the Lubim (42) an immense army with very many chariots and horsemen? Yet (43) because you relied on the LORD, He delivered them into your hand. 
9   "For (44) the eyes of the LORD move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly support those (45) whose heart is completely His. You have acted foolishly in this. Indeed, from now on you will surely have wars." 
10   Then Asa was angry with the seer and put him in prison, for he was enraged at him for this. And Asa oppressed some of the people at the same time. 
11   (46) Now, the acts of Asa from first to last, behold, they are written in the Book of the Kings of Judah and Israel. 
12   In the thirty-ninth year of his reign Asa became diseased in his feet. His disease was severe, yet even in his disease he (47) did not seek the LORD, but the physicians. 
13   So Asa slept with his fathers, having died in the forty-first year of his reign.

From this story we see that good starts don’t guarantee good finishes.

As a whole, Asa’s reign was very successful.  But, as the years went by he became less and less faithful to God and his Law.

Why have a good start, run well, but fall short of the finish line?
Society is looking for consistency and character in the church and they are not seeing it in most cases.

Living lives of consistency and character shows people that we are for real and that God is real. 
I encourage you to live with the end in sight.  Live your life in such a way that because of your faithfulness to God you have an unmistakable finish. 

RESPONSE:

Stand with me as we pray.
If you are a person who has not run well up to this point, maybe you have never started by committing your life to Christ, and would like to have a relationship with Jesus.  If that’s you, I’d like you to raise your hand, I want to pray for you.

If you are a believer who would like God’s help to live a life of unshakable trust in him, undying faithfulness, and have an unmistakable finish I’d like you to raise your hand.  I want to pray for you as well.  
