I have been crucified with Christ

The KJV uses the greek tense "I am" crucified with Christ. I kinda like that more because it brings out the continuing result of us being in Christ. It's not just that we have been and it's in the past. I AM curcified with Him. What does being crucified with Christ mean?...

Jesus calls us to take up our cross daily, and that simply means to deny ourselves of our own will to only follow God's will as Christ did to the cross. It's handing over my claim to my right to myself. This leaves no room for us to move on our own. Paul says that i am crucified with Christ. he doesn't say that i have determined to imitate Christ, or i will try as hard as i can to follow Him. No, it's not about we will do. Instead Paul says I am identified with Him in His death, because of His death. 

When we are crucified with Christ we are given three P's 
pardon - the Crucifixion pardons us from past, present, and future sin. and should also give us a passionate urge to never sin again. 

Back in 1830 George Wilson was convicted of robbing the U.S. Mail and was sentenced to be hanged. President Andrew Jackson issued a pardon for Wilson, but he refused to accept it. The matter went to Chief Justice Marshall, who concluded that Wilson would have to be executed. "A pardon is a slip of paper," wrote Marshall, "the value of which is determined by the acceptance of the person to be pardoned. If it is refused, it is no pardon. George Wilson must be hanged."
power - When we are crucified with Christ our "I will" becomes dominated and empowered by "God's will", and that gives us power in knowing that we can rely on Him. We cannot handle ourselves sometimes can we? Christ can sustain us and handle us at all times.

Car story: In a seminary missions class, Herbert Jackson told how, as a new missionary, he was assigned a car that would not start without a push. After pondering his problem, he devised a plan. He went to the school near his home, got permission to take some children out of class, and had them push his car off. As he made his rounds, he would either park on a hill or leave the engine running. He used this ingenious procedure for two years. 

Ill health forced the Jackson family to leave, and a new missionary came to that station. When Jackson proudly began to explain his arrangement for getting the car started, the new man began looking under the hood. Before the explanation was complete, the new missionary interrupted, "Why, Dr. Jackson, I believe the only trouble is this loose cable." He gave the cable a twist, stepped into the car, pushed the switch, and to Jackson's astonishment, the engine roared to life. For two years needless trouble had become routine. The power was there all the time. Only a loose connection kept Jackson from putting that power to work. 

J. B. Phillips paraphrases Ephesians l:19-20, “How tremendous is the power available to us who believe in God.” When we make firm our connection with God, his life and power flow through us. 

parternship - We're partenered with Christ. Although Christ lived on earth 2000 years ago and He isn't here physically anymore to help us, he has not abandoned us. Another word for partner would be helper and Christ has sent us a helper, just as he promised the disciples.

John 14:16,17, 26

When you are crucified with Christ and confess him as savior then the Holy Spirit lives inside of you. That spirit of truth... that you just know is there. Because through Christ's crucifixion we are partnered with Him.

John Gregory Mantle wrote, “There is a great difference between realizing, ‘On that Cross He was crucified for me,’ and ‘On that Cross I am crucified with Him.’ The one aspect brings us deliverance from sin’s condemnation, the other from sin’s power." 

Ya see being crucified with Christ, or handing over ourself doesn't mean we just die or give up everything. It's empowering. Romans 6 says that what it means is that we're dead to sin but alive to God. 

Romans 6:6-8

It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me

Yeah we're still living. our individuality and personality is still the same. The ruling power has just radically changed. rather than the word live, maybe power would be easier to understand. It's no longer I who has power but Christ has power in me. I can't really ever be united with Christ if I'm not willing to lay down not only sin, but my entire way of looking at things. the ruling power in my life has to be Christ. There's a difference between handing over goodness or honesty or tries to God, rather than giving him our real solid sin or our power. Are you willing to do that. We say that Christ lives in us which is true if confessed him as Lord. but does our life reveal that He is living in us. Does your life reveal that you are willing to hand over all you possess, all your emotions and affections, everything... to be identified with the death of Christ on the cross. That's what it's all about. 

and the life which i now live i live by faith of the Son of God (who loved me and gave himself up for me)

the important thing here is he word "now". It doesn't mean the life that i long to live, or the life that i pray to live. is your ideal life that you strive for lived by faith of Christ, or is the life which you live right now, the life that people can see, lived by faith. God doesn't desire for you to say all the right words about how you shall live, or pray each week about the ways you need to change, even our attempts at turning our life towards him don't matter. God's desire for you tonight is to be living a life RIGHT NOW that is guided by the faith of the Son of God. 

You may have noticed i've been saying faith OF the son of God. Many translations state that in galatians 2:20 as faith in the Son of God. But the King James Version uses the word of which i think is closer to the original meaning and much more powerful. Because ya see, the life which we should be living now isn't lived by own faith in God. But being as Christlike as possible our life should be lived by the faith OF Christ. Do you have the faith of Christ. You saw what he went through in the passion of the Christ, all because of the faith that He had in God's plan. Do we share that faith. Remember we are partenered with him. Is the life that you are living right now, the life others can see, lived by the same faith that Christ has? 

A young man approached an older Christian with this question: “What does it mean as far as this life is concerned to be ‘crucified with Christ’?” The believer replied, “It means three things: (1) a man on a cross is facing in only one direction; (2) he is not going back; and (3) he has no further plans of his own.” Commenting on this, T. S. Rendall wrote, “Too many Christians are trying to face in two directions at the same time. They are divided in heart. They want Heaven, but they also love the world. Remember, a crucified man is not coming back; he is not going to return to his old life. Also, a crucified man has no plans of this own. He is through with the vainglory of this life. Its chains are broken and its charms are gone.”

In the light of these truths, would you say you are acting like a “crucified” Christian?
-
A British man has met and married a 22-year-old woman after, by his own account, dreaming of her phone number and then sending her a text message. 

David Brown, 24, says he woke up one morning after a night out with friends with a telephone number constantly running through his head. He decided to contact it, sending a message saying "Did I meet you last night?."

Random recipient Michelle Kitson was confused and wary at first but decided to reply and the two began exchanging messages. Eventually they met and fell in love.

"It was really weird but I was absolutely hooked," Kitson told the Daily Mail newspaper. "My mum and dad kept saying 'But he could be an axe murderer', but I knew there was something special about it."

After a long courtship, the oddly matched couple

