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September 24, 2006

INTRODUCTION

· I want to welcome everyone to Calvary Assembly of God today; all the new faces and all the familiar ones.

· Today I want to start out by having you to examine your heart today by asking the questions: “What is your motive? Ask yourself, “Do I want my will or do I desire Thy Will?”
TWO WORDS AND CAPTURE THE ESSENCE OF SATAN

· Turn with me in Isaiah 14.

· Isaiah shows us the fall of Lucifer or Satan; the NIV calls him the “morning star” and the “son of the dawn.”
· He was a beautiful angel that one day decided that he was jealous of all the attend God was getting.

· If we were to summarize the mission and heartbeat of this fallen angel Lucifer, I believe that you would agree that two words capture the essence of who he was.

· As we read in Isaiah 14:13-14, see if you can figure out the two words that capture the heart of Lucifer.

· Isaiah 14:13-14 says, “I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God; I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly… I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.”
· Two words that capture the heart of Lucifer would be: “I WILL.”
· Now if you move over to the New Testament and compare that to Jesus, the Son of God, when He was in the Garden of Gethsemane; two words that capture the heart of Jesus would be: “Not my will but THY WILL.”
· Lucifer wanted everyone to worship him; Jesus wanted everyone to worship God.

· Lucifer wanted himself to be made known; Jesus wanted His Father to be made known.

· Lucifer wanted his will; Jesus wanted the will of His Father.

· And that battle of “good vs. evil” or “my will vs. Thy will” still rages on today in the hearts of every follower of Christ.

· “Will it be my will or will it be Thy Will?”

· God wants us to completely surrender of life and ultimately wants us to get to a place where we can passionately say, “Lord, not my will but Thy will be done.”
· Today, we’re going to study three phases to this surrendered life.

· Find yourself in one of these phases and then let’s move toward the phase of ultimate surrender.
THREE PHASES TOWARD THE SURRENDERED LIFE


- The first phase would be:
1) YOU WANT WHAT YOU WANT, NOW 

· How many in, by raising of hands, can say that you are like this in many areas of your life? You want what you want and you want it now…

PERSONAL STUDY OF KINGS

· For my own personal bible study, I’ve been in the 1st and 2nd book of Kings.
· When I sit down to study God’s Word, I come to it from two different perspectives.

· First, I like to read a passage and let the Holy Spirit speak to me and start a work in my heart.

· Second, I like to study the context behind what I’ve just read.

· So, in my own personal devotion time, I’ve been saturating myself in the history and background of all the kings of Israel, Judah, Syria, and Samaria and so on.

· And just the other week I came across this passage in 2 Kings 8, that when I first read it, it spoke tremendously to my heart; causing my to really examine myself and my motives.

· So personally, it was a divine Holy Spirit moment for me when I read it.

· Then I started looking at the passage in context; the actual Hebrew translation, who all were involved, their backgrounds, etc.

· And to be truthful, I could use this story and go about 2 dozen different directions with it.
· But as I was praying for God to give me a word to teach on today, God kept on pointing me back to this passage and just one simply direction.

· Read the story with me starting 2 Kings 8:7.

2 KINGS 8:7-15
· Elisha went to Damascus, and Ben-Hadad king of Aram was ill. When the king was told, "The man of God has come all the way up here," he said to Hazael, "Take a gift with you and go to meet the man of God. Consult the LORD through him; ask him, 'Will I recover from this illness?'

· Hazael went to meet Elisha, taking with him as a gift forty camel-loads of all the finest wares of Damascus. He went in and stood before him, and said, "Your son Ben-Hadad king of Aram has sent me to ask, 'Will I recover from this illness?' "
· Elisha answered, "Go and say to him, 'You will certainly recover'; but the LORD has revealed to me that he will in fact die." He stared at him with a fixed gaze until Hazael felt ashamed. Then the man of God began to weep. 
· "Why is my lord weeping?" asked Hazael. "Because I know the harm you will do to the Israelites," he answered. "You will set fire to their fortified places, kill their young men with the sword, dash their little children to the ground, and rip open their pregnant women." 
· Hazael said, "How could your servant, a mere dog, accomplish such a feat?" "The LORD has shown me that you will become king of Aram," answered Elisha.
· Then Hazael left Elisha and returned to his master. When Ben-Hadad asked, "What did Elisha say to you?" Hazael replied, "He told me that you would certainly recover." But the very next day he took a thick cloth, soaked it in water and spread it over the king's face, so that he died. Then Hazael succeeded him as king.

TWO THINGS THAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
· There are two things about this story that you need to know before I can make my point.

· The first one is that God had already chosen Hazael to be anointed king.

· Back in 1 Kings 19:15 we read, “The LORD said to [Elijah], "Go back the way you came, and go to the Desert of Damascus. When you get there, anoint Hazael king over Aram.”
· It was God’s will for Hazael to become king.
· But, contrary to popular opinion, last time I checked murder isn’t God’s will…

· One side might argue, “Ben-Hadad was an evil king who worshipped false gods. He deserved to die!”
· And the other side might argue, “But murder is a direct violation of the will of God.”
· Regardless of your opinion on that, there is one thing we can all agree on…

· Hazael knew what he wanted and he wanted it NOW!
· It was God’s will but it wasn’t His timing.

· How many of us in here have gone similar experiences?
· You want what you want and you want it NOW!
EXAMPLE OF WHEN I PURCHASED MY FIRST CAR ON CREDIT
· There are many examples I could take from personal experience but I’ll just leave you with one today.
· I had a perfectly great running VW Jetta.
· Yeah it was a little old but it ran like a champ and I loved it.

· But I noticed that all my friends were getting nice cars and trucks and Jeeps and I felt out of the loop.

· So I went to the car dealership and tried to get a loan for the first time; of course with no credit even established, I couldn’t get a new car.

· But now that I had to have a new car, I went to another new car dealership and tried getting a load through them.

· I didn’t that loan either.

· Finally, because I was so bent on getting a “new” car, I went to a “used” car dealership.

· Next thing I know, I’m leaving the used car dealership with a car of equivalent value of my current Jetta.

· I had to have what I wanted because I wanted it NOW!

· So I settled for something less, wasn’t in God’s Will and ended up paying just as much interest as I did for the car.

· But we live in a world that screams, “Get what you want and get it now! And don’t worry about whether you’re in God’s Will or not!”
· You want what you want and you want it NOW!
THAT CAN PLAY INTO ANY SITUATION IN OUR LIVES TODAY

· “I want a new camera cell phone and I want it NOW… even though I don’t have an extra $400, I’ll just charge it!”

· “I want a three bedroom house instead of my two bedroom house and I want it NOW!”

· “I want a new 60 inch TV because my old one’s only 55 inches and I want it NOW!”

· “My biological clock is ticking and I want to get married NOW!

· “I want a Western Bacon Cheeseburger from Carl’s Junior and I want it NOW!”
· “I want a divorce and I want it NOW!”

· You want what you want and you want it NOW!
THE THEOLOGY OF HAPPINESS
· The problem, in my opinion, if you look at the American church as a whole, people live with this idea that I like to call the Theology of Happiness.
· Basically people believe that the bottom line is that we be happy.
· And if something makes us happy, then let’s go ahead and do it, even if it’s before or outside of God’s will.

· And if we’re happy then “God is good” but if we’re not happy then “forget God and forget the church” because happiness is the bottom line.

· The problem is that when I search the scriptures I find that happiness is not the bottom line in our lives but holiness is.
· God calls us to be set apart, to be different, to be holy.
· Yet so many of us settle for what we want, when we want it and we get out of God’s very perfect will.
· Proverbs 19:21 says, “Many are the plans in a man's heart, but it is the LORD's purpose that prevails.”
· What is it going to be for you?
· Are you going to pursue your plans or are you going to pursue the purposes of God?

· So many of us live in this first phase.

· We want what we want and we want it NOW.

2) YOU WANT WHAT GOD WANTS, BUT
· Phase two; many of you will relate to this as well.

· You honestly want what your Heavenly Father has for your life but you have an escape clause or you have some fine print.
· Or you have your own standards that God must meet.
· You want what God wants but…
· In fact I’d argue that every single one us in here has a “but.”
· All joking aside, the problem is that you have a “but” that’s getting in the way of God’s perfect will.
· You want what God wants but…
· You can see a powerful example of this in Mark 10.
· Jesus was having a conversation with a very wealth, young entrepreneur.

· And this young man had a major problem; but his problem wasn’t his wealth because in scripture we don’t see that forbidden.

· The problem was that his wealth had him.

· This man was gripped with material possessions; he didn’t own them, they owned him.

· And Jesus was talking to him, trying to help him get free of those possessions that had such a grip on his life.

· Mark 10:21-22 says, “Jesus looked at him and loved him. "One thing you lack," he said. "Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." At this the man's face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.”
· This rich young ruler wanted to follow Jesus but he wanted to do it on his own terms.
· In the American church, us included, we want to follow Jesus but we want to do it according to our own terms.
· We want what God wants BUT…
· All throughout scripture we see example after example of this.

· In the Garden of Eden… we want to enjoy intimate fellowship with God BUT we want to eat the forbidden fruit as well.

· Jonah… we want to be a worshipper of God BUT we don’t want to preach to those low down Ninevites.

· David… I want to be a man after God’s word heart and love God BUT I want to love Bathsheba too.
· Peter… I want to be a follower of Jesus BUT I don’t want Jesus to die.

HOW DOES THAT PLAY OUT IN OUR LIVES TODAY?

· I want what God wants BUT I want to be married by the time I’m 30 because my biological clock is ticking baby!

· I want what God wants BUT this house has been in my family for 50 years… so I’ll do your work as long as it’s right where I’m at.

· I want to be a part of Calvary Assembly of God BUT I want to enjoy it; I don’t want to serve. I just want to send my kids to their classes and let those who are faithful every week take them while I sit in and enjoy the service. 

· I want to worship God with singing BUT I only want to sing a certain style.
· I want what God has for me financially BUT I don’t want to be generous… because the things of this world just mean too much to me.
· I want what God has for me AS LONG as I can be comfortable.
· What “BUT” is in the way of God’s will in your life?
· We have too many “buts,” too many qualifications.
· Whatever it is for you today, you need to surrender it to God and get it out of the way of God’s will.
· You will never know what God has for you when we live life according to our own terms and qualifications.

· Titus 1:16 says, “They claim to know God, but by their actions they deny him.”
· That cannot be us.
RECAP PHASES ONE AND TWO

· Say the first two phases with me: “I want what I want and I want it NOW.”

· “I want what God wants BUT.”

· But phase three is where I pray that we all decide to live.
3) YOU WANT WHAT GOD WANTS, PERIOD
· No “ifs” “ands” “maybes” or “buts.”
· When people wanted to follow Jesus, listen to what standards he gave them to follow.
· Luke 9:23 says, “Then [Jesus] said to them all: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.”
· The word “deny” comes from the Greek word arneomai (ar-neh'-om-ahee) which means; to disavow, contradict, reject, abdicate, deny, refuse.
· It means that we reject our own will so that we can experience His will.
· We abdicate or surrender and give ourlseves over unto Him.
· We deny ourselves and we refuse ourselves.
· If we want to be followers of Christ; it’s not just a simple prayer that gives us a “get out of hell” from card BUT it’s a fully surrendered life.
· It’s about denying ourselves; it’s no longer about me, I surrender it all to You.
· It’s not something that you just pray but it’s a lifestyle that you live; it’s not longer about you, you live it and breathe it.
· Let me promise you something; Jesus is able to lead you to places that you’d never be able to go on your own.
· It’s a place that will exceed your greatest expectations.
· But you can never experience that perfect will when it’s all about you.

BACK TO JESUS AND LUCIFER

· Lucifer… I WILL.
· Look at Jesus as He’s in the Garden of Gethsemane; hurting so bad that I can’t even explain how much pain He’s in.

· He was in so much pain and agony over what was to come that sweat mixed with blood was pouring from his head.
· And Jesus, just for a moment, the God made flesh, all God yet all man; Jesus had a moment where He was probably in phase 2.
· Matthew 26:39 says, “"My Father, if it is possible, may this cup [of suffering] be taken from me…”
· Phase two: Jesus is saying, “God, I really want what you want BUT if there is any other way, I don’t want to suffer like this.”
· But in a moment, it changes and he offers up the perfect surrender by saying, “Yet not as I will, but as you will.”
LANCE AND I WORKING OUT
· Let me say it like this.
· Back in Iowa, every once in a while I would go work out with our senior pastor.

· This guy was huge; he could bench press 300+ lbs.

· I did 5 more reps and I didn’t even have my hands on the bar. It was AMAZING!
· In your own life, you have to come to the place where you have completely exhausted your own strength and it needs to become all God.

· If you are not completely convinced that God’s way is the best, then keep on doing it.
· Pursue it with everything you’ve got; try it.

· Try to make as much money as you can; absorb yourself in material things; use and abuse people for your own benefit.
· Make a name for yourself; and then wake up one day empty.

· Because I guarantee that’s where you will be; if you choose that road then that is your destination.

· But instead we need to come to the place and realize that our will, will never get us to the place where God wants us to be.

· Complete surrender; not my will, not my greatest desires, not my 5 year plan, whatever you want God that’s what I want.

CLOSING

· I want to end today with a verse in Psalm 37.
· Psalm 37:4 says, “Delight yourself in the LORD and he will give you the desires of your heart.”
· What is God’s will?
· God’s will is to give you the desires of your heart.

· But don’t mistranslate this like so many people do.
· “God is my spiritual genie and if I rub Him the right way, the Holy Spirit will pop out and give me three wishes!”
· That’s not the case here.

· The problem is that this passage is taken from the Hebrew language and we lose so much of the richness and the bigger picture of the translation.
· The great thing about the Hebrew language is that one word is often like telling a story or painting a picture.

· So often the translation can be difficult.

· Often time there is a whole though wrapped up in just one Hebrew word and that’s the case here when we read the word “delight.”

· Delight comes from the Hebrew word `anag (aw-nag').
· And it’s meaning really paints a picture of what this passage is really trying to say.
· `anag (aw-nag') means to become soft or pliable, delicate with enjoyment.
· As you `anag yourself in the Lord; that simply means that you lose yourself in Him.
· That means you know Him, you listen for His voice and you follow His leading; He prompts you and guides you.
· Your greatest desire is that you die to yourself so that you can live for Him; less of you and more of Him.

· As you start to enjoy the richness of God, you start to become soft and pliable; not on your own but in His presence.

· And as your come to know Him, your heart softens and He then departs His desires to you.

· And now that you have denied yourself, your desires are neutral or have faded away; it becomes easier to grasp His desires.

· So now your desires are the desires that He imparted to you and then He is able to give you the desires of your heart.

· But it’s only after you’ve become ‘anag with Him; you’ve denied yourself and He’s imparted His desires in you.

PRAYER

· I want to close in a time of prayer.
· There are some of you in here that have never really allowed yourselves to become soft and pliable in the Lord.
· You want what you want and you want it your way.

· God wants us to reach phase three because anything short of that, we live a life that just dead ends.

